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My Hubli Ajj

Manjunath Padigar

Everyone knows PaVem. as one of Karnataka's legendary
journalists, philosophers and authors. It was long after he was
gone that | realized how important his contributions were to
Kannada journalism and literature — | was too young when he was
still alive. | didn't even know his actual name when growing up. |
fondly called him Hubli Ajja to differentiate him from my other
grandfather, another scribe — Hari Ajja.

But even at that young age, | knew that he was in another
league altogether. He spoke less but he spoke to make a point. He
could read on and on without getting distracted with a dozen kids
playing outside the room. | remember seeing him fall asleep with
the book resting on his chest, as if the knowledge and wisdom in
the book would somehow permeate through his skin, straight to
his heart. “What is in all these books?” — | wondered!

| picked up a book once in a while, usually the heavy ones so
that | can get the maximum knowledge in one shot. | tried to read
through those heavy books as if everything was making complete
sense to my tender and innocent mind. But he never shooed me
away saying | was too young. In fact he encouraged me to read
more. “You are never too young to read more,” he would tell me. If
| had questions, we would discuss them. He would tell me the most
complicated of things in a simple way that made it easier for me to
understand. The topics of our discussions and debates might
surprise a few — from communism and politics to sports, the range
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was broad, but definitely not quite like what a regular six year old
would discuss with their grandfather.

| was studying in Kannada medium then and wasn't even
acquainted with English alphabets. But | would sit for hours with
the National Geographic magazines staring at the amazing photos.
He would tell me that if he had the luxury, he would travel more
and see how life is different in other places instead of reading
about it. But reading about it was better than not understanding
differences in lifestyle, customs, cultures and opinions.
“Differences must be respected but you should also have your
opinion,” he would advise sometimes.

There are many such vague silhouettes of scattered memories
about him but what | have learned from him is very simple and
concrete — “You can only pursue excellence. It is a path and not a
destination.” ﬁ
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